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SUBJ: LOPEZ STATEMENT ON TERRITORIAL WATERS 

REF: WHITE-COX TELCON 7/1 1 

1. SUBSEQUENT TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ' JULY 3 CARTAGENA SPEECH IN 
WHICH HE ADDRESSED THE QUESTION OF TERRITORIAL WATERS, SEVERAL 
EMBASSY OFFICERS MADE INQUIRIES OF GOC OFFICIALS, SEEKING TO 
LEARN IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY SHIFT IN GOC POLICIES RE LAW OF THE 
SEA (LOS). 

2. UNDER SECRETARY FONSECA, THE MIN OFFICIAL DIRECTLY CONCERNED 
WITH LOS MATTERS, ASSURED AN EMBOFF SHORTLY AFTER THE EVENT 
THAT THE LOPEZ SPEECH DID NOT BETOKEN ANY CHANGE IN THE COLOMBIAN 
POSITION RE TERRITORIAL WATERS. FONSECA SAID THE LOPEZ REMARKS 
WERE MERELY MEANT TO UNDERSCORE THE EXISTING GOC POSITION. 

3. A MEMBER OF THE COLOMBIAN SENATE WHO HAD BEEN PRESENT AT THE 
CARTAGENA CEREMONIES RECENTLY ASSURED THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
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ATTRIBUTED THE CHARGED LOPEZ RHETORIC (A READINESS TO DEFEND 
COMOMBIA'S RIGHTS IF NECESSARY "ON THE FIELDS OF BATTLE") 

TO THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF THE CEREMONIES, INCLUDING THE DEDI- 
CATION OF A BUST OF LOPEZ' FATHER. A CONVIVIAL LUNCH MAY ALSO 
HAVE BEEN A FACTOR. 

4. LOPEZ OCCASIONALLY HEIGHTENS HIS REMARKS TO SUIT THE AUDIENCE 
AT HAND (IN THIS CASE A GROUP OF NAVY OFFICERS). HE IS ALSO 
GIVEN TO THE HEROIC PHRASE. (PAST EXAMPLES INCLUDE "I WON T 
THROW IN THE TOWEL”; "THEY SHALL NOT PASS", ETC.) THESE FLIGHTS 
OF PURPLE PROSE, IN COMBINATION WITH THE TENDENCY OF THE MEDIA, 
ESPECIALLY RADIO, TO EMBROIDER NEW DISPATCHES, FREQUENTLY 
LEAD TO NEWS ITEMS THAT MAKE UP IN INTEREST WHAT THEY LACK IN 
ACACY. 
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